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A Brief History of the School 

St. James’ C of E Primary School was opened in 1865 in Great Norwood Street.  It was, in fact, ‘three schools 
in one’ – a boys’ school, a girls’ school and an infants’ school. The teaching was restricted to the ‘3 Rs’ and 
Scripture: the children would have to learn the catechism, the chapters of the Bible and would have had to 
pass the annual examination.   

 We have certainly moved on since then….  
St. James’ C of E Primary School moved to its present site in The Park area in 1985 with significant changes 
again in 2013; where we are now able to accommodate up to 420 children ranging from 4 to 11 years old.    

Today, children at St. James’ enjoy a full and stimulating learning experience following the requirements  
of  the National Curriculum with dedicated teaching weekly of religious education and the use of bible 
stories and our 12 Christian values to shape their lives. We have well equipped classrooms and dedicated, 
enthusiastic and highly  experienced staff.  We are also lucky enough to have two large playing fields to 
supplement our surfaced  p layground areas, a reflection area and two tumble stacks, plus a fully utilised 
Forest School area. Children in  Reception and Year 1 also benefit from a dedicated outdoor area to further 
develop their learning  needs. The school have also recently set up a polytunnel for allowing children to 
experience growing plants and has an outdoor classroom and cookery room. 



A Church School 

Our aims are stated ‘within the context of a Christian framework’ 
These include:  

 visits to the school by local clergy e.g. to take Collective  Worship

 regular input from the local ‘Open the Book’ team who re-tell  Bible stories in a straight forward and
interesting way

 school services held at the church at Christmas and Easter and Harvest Festival

The school is also advised, supported and inspected by the local Diocesan Board of Education. 

Diocese of Gloucester Academy Trust Member 

We are a Church School and we have 
strong links with our local parish 
church community, The Church of  
St. Philip and St. James’. We also joined  
The Diocese of Gloucester Academy Trust 
on the 1st of April 2017. The mission of the  
Trust is to create and sustain a family of 
academies in the Diocese of Gloucester  
which provides children of all faiths and  
none with excellent educational provision 
within a distinctively caring and  
supportive Christian ethos. 



Our School Vision, Mission and Aims 
Our Vision  

‘Inspiring and Growing for Fullness of Life’

Our Mission  

St James’ Church of England Primary School provides the highest quality education within the context 
of caring Christian beliefs and practices; in partnership with St. Philip and St. James’ Church. St. James’ 
is  a creative, nurturing inclusive community, shaped by our vision for spiritual growth and our 
Christian values. Children, of any faith or none, are given the opportunity to develop their own 
spirituality, valuing wisdom, growing in hope, showing respect and exploring big questions.

 Our Aims 

 To equip the children with the skills to learn academically, vocationally, socially and spiritually
and to take responsibility for their learning and actions

 To provide a stimulating, high quality curriculum which is fully inclusive and enables
achievement and enjoyment for all

 To provide a safe, happy and healthy environment in which children are encouraged to adopt a
healthy lifestyle

 To create a welcoming school community, in which all families are encouraged to play an active
role in their child’s education

 To encourage all pupils to make a valuable contribution to the school, local and wider
communities

 To develop respect and consideration for the beliefs, differences and ways of life of everyone
involved in the school

 To enable children to explore and discuss faith and worship, working from a Christian
foundation, in the context of a multi-faith society



The School Day 

Our school day starts at 8.35 a.m. and ends at 3.00 p.m. with a worship held each day. The school gate 
opens at 8:25 and our doors to Reception classrooms open at 8:30am; parents and their children can wait in 
the Reception play area until handing their children over at this point. Up until the children are invited into 
the classroom, their behaviour and safety is the responsibility of the parent/carer. 

The hours spent in teaching during a normal school week are as follows: 

Approximate School timetable 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

   8.35-8.50    Registration    8.35-8.50    Registration 

   8.50-9.50    Lesson 1    8.50-10.10    Lesson 1 

   9.50-10.10    Worship     10.10-10:30    Worship 

   10.10-10.25    Play time    10.30-10.45:    Play time 

   10.30-11.45    Lessons 2 and 3    10.45-11.45:    Lesson 2 

   11.45-1.00    Lunch time    11.45-12.30:    Lesson 3 

   1.00-3.00 PM session  
(with 15 min break) 

   12.30-1.30:    Lunchtime 

   1.30-3.00:    PM session 
(no afternoon break) 

Twice a week we hold whole school worship; on Mondays we worship together and on Fridays we have a 
worship to celebrate school success. These are lively and interactive with pupils taking a leading role. The 
rest of the week is split into infant and junior assemblies. Pupils will regularly have a child-led class worship 
which focuses on our termly core value; they are led by pupils who receive training to deliver the theme and 
are well received by children and staff alike. 

Foundation Stage/KS1 Age 4-5/5-7 21 hours  40 min. 

KS2 Age 7-11 24 hours 10 min. 



We provide a range of extra-curricular activities (mainly for the older children) which vary from term to term, 
but include both sports and arts clubs. We also have a thriving and very successful PTA who offer many 
additional experiences for pupils such as ‘popcorn club’ where pupils stay after school for popcorn and a 
movie, discos and cake sales. They also support visits and trips and the annual pantomime. 

School Organisation 
The school now has places for 60 children in each year group from Reception to Y5, we also have some 
mixed year band classes, organised according to age in upper KS2 where year groups are still at the old size 
of 45, although as the school continues to grow we will become a two form entry school. Reception and Key 
Stage 1 classes have a maximum of 30 children. 

Reception Class 1 

Class 2 

REC 

REC 

Key Stage 1: Class 3 Y1 

Class 4 Y1 

Class 5 Y2 

Class 6 Y2 

Key Stage 2: Class 7 Y3 

Class 8 Y3 

Class 9 Y4 

Class 10 Y4 

Class 11 Y5 

Class 12 Y5 

Class 13 Y6 

Class 14 Y6 

Teachers follow a carefully planned programme of work and monitor each child’s progress through the year.  
In order to match the work being covered in the classroom to the ability of individual children careful 
differentiation of tasks, etc. is planned.   

Exceptionally able children are identified as soon as possible and the school offers a range of interventions 
and teaching for all pupils including the more able and those with gaps in learning. This ensures all pupils 
reach their full potential. 

Children identified as having special educational needs have an individual plan which identify key targets. 
These targets are addressed within the classroom situation. Some children will work in small group 
situations with the special educational needs co-ordinator. Two staff also support pupils in receipt of Pupil 
Premium; supporting academically and socially in addition to other intervention work where necessary, they 
will make contact with you if your child receives pupil premium. 

We recognise the importance of communication between school and parents, and are always willing to meet 
to discuss any aspect of your child’s education and welfare. We also hold open evenings twice a year when 
parents and teachers can meet to discuss the work and progress of the children. A written report is sent out 
in February and a formal report in July. In addition to this parents are invited to come into school to look at 
their child’s work in an informal situation through open afternoons, poetry festivals etc. These happen 
termly and their day and time is changed to allow as many families to attend as possible. 



Admission into School 

Moving into the area…. 

If you are moving into the area with a child already at school, you are invited to visit the school and to meet 
the Head teacher, Mrs Harford. Please do contact us.  Children who transfer to the school from another will 
be placed in a class according to age. The school has a waiting list for in-year admissions when classes and 
year groups are full. 

Reception children…. 

The school currently follow the admission policy of the Local Authority which can be found on the GCC 
website. In Cheltenham children are allocated places in schools by the Local Authority.  Parents are asked to 
state a preference and may appeal against the final decision if they wish.  Places are allocated on the 
following criteria: 

Priority 1 
Priority 2 

Priority 3 

Priority 4 

Looked After Children/Previously Looked After Children 
Children who have siblings attending the School at the time the applicant 
child is admitted 
Children for whom only one particular school is appropriate due to an 
exceptional medical condition
Children of full or part time salaried members of staff  
Children with the strongest geographical claim

Parents of children starting in Reception will be invited to an initial evening meeting when we can explain 
how to prepare your child for school and what your child will be doing when they start.  Families will be 
offered the opportunity to attend a taster session in school prior to their staggered start in September. 
Ongoing meetings that are relevant to the pupil’s development and learning will be held through the year 
such as Phonics, writing, maths. 

Attendance during the first half-term is on a part-time basis. Other start dates and patterns of attendance 
are also possible. These dates will be explained more fully at the preliminary meeting for new parents. 

There is an opportunity during our taster sessions to meet other parents and tea and coffee is served by our 
PTA. They are there to answer your questions and offer support. 

At the start of term the school offers you and your child/children a home visit. This is an opportunity to meet 
with you in the family home, it gives you a chance to meet with the teacher and TA in private and is often a 
good way of supporting the transition to school for your child. It is not compulsory but always well received 
by new parents. 

Priority 5



Our School Curriculum 

We offer a wide ranging and comprehensive curriculum that is creative and stimulating. 

In EYFS we ensure that the children receive the final year of the EYFS curriculum, this starts at birth 
and is continued until they reach year 1 (their second year at school). During this year the school 
follows all aspects of the EYFS curriculum to ensure that they are able to move into Key Stage 1 fully 
equipped with the necessary knowledge and skills for them to become strong, confident individuals 
who are capable of learning and achieving through positive relationships. The children learn through 
a range of meaningful play based activities and there is a focus on the three prime areas of learning: 
Personal Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development and Communication and 
Language. The four specific areas of learning, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and 
Expressive Art are also used to promote these fundamental skills. 

We cover a range of topics based on the children’s interests for example Space, The Land of Snow and 
Ice and Under the Sea. We ensure that these topics cater for all 7 areas of learning and use both the 
indoor and outdoor areas. Children always respond positively to the theme approach. 

The children spend their time across class 1 and 2; teachers carefully observe them to understand 
what they can do, how they are learning and the curriculum is continually shaped to take account of 
their needs. 



Beyond Reception 

The Core Curriculum consists of: English, Mathematics, Science and ICT. Children in both Key Stages 
also study a range of Foundation subjects: History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art and 
Physical Education. These subjects will be delivered as part of thematic approach where possible to 
strengthen the learning for the pupils. 

In addition, children are taught Religious Education, PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) and 
Citizenship. Children throughout Key Stage Two receive tuition in spoken French. 

For each theme or topic area we have schemes of work that ensures breadth and depth of study and 
progression throughout the school. These are grouped together to make them meaningful to the 
children. 

 Computing is used to support learning in many curriculum areas and in its own right 

English 

We aim to develop pupils’ abilities to communicate effectively in speech and writing, to listen with 
understanding and to enable them to be enthusiastic, responsive and knowledgeable readers and writers. 

We aim to develop and promote listening and discussion skills throughout the pupil’s school life.  Children 
are encouraged to use their language skills to talk constructively about their work, to share ideas and to 
solve problems. 

We aim to foster a love and enjoyment of reading for personal pleasure as well as improving pupil’s ability 
to read fluently, accurately and with understanding.   

In written work we aim to achieve a balance between development of pupils’ creativity and the acquisition 
of basic skills.  We aim to develop confidence and foster the ability to communicate ideas and creativity 
through writing. 



Mathematics 

We aim for our pupils to become highly numerate with the ability to apply their knowledge to problem 
solving and everyday situations. We want to develop confident mathematicians who find the subject 
enjoyable. Children are presented with a variety of approaches to learning and we encourage both 

independent and co-operative work. 

Activities are designed to promote the use of investigative and problem solving skills.  A 
wide range of resources are used including calculators and computers. 

Each child takes part in regular ‘Fluency’ sessions with the aim of improving their speed 
of calculation. Children deepen their knowledge and are taught to reason. 

Science 

We want our pupils to have a growing understanding of the world in 
which they live.  

Our teaching of science has three main aims: 
- To increase subject knowledge. The main subject areas are: living things, materials and

their properties and physical processes.
- To teach children the skills necessary to carry out systematic scientific investigations
- To encourage a sense of awe and wonder
Wherever possible, we teach science through investigation.

Computing 

Competence computing is absolutely essential in today’s world. Children are 
taught computer skills throughout their time at school. By Y6 they are competent 
in word processing, coding, desk top publishing, animation, simple data bases and 
spread sheets, graphics and the internet. In addition to the teaching of generic skills, ICT is used to 
support many areas of the curriculum. Interactive white board technology is used for teaching and 
learning in most classrooms. The school has a bank of Learn Pads and I Pads to further develop a variety of 
technological devices. 

Religious Education 

Our teaching of Religious Education is based on the locally agreed syllabus and we use 
the understanding Christianity resource.  

Christianity forms an important area of study along with the teaching of other major world 
religions, reflecting Britain as a multi-cultural, multi-faith society. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education and school worship.  If you wish 
to withdraw your child, please see the headteacher.  



Art & Design 
 
Art enriches personal experience.  We believe that it contributes to the spiritual well-being of the 
individual, providing a sense of identity that stretches intellectual ability and emotional responses.   
 
Pupils are encouraged to develop their creative, imaginative and practical skills through a balanced 
programme of art, craft and design activities. In the process we hope they will develop an awareness and 

appreciation of their surroundings, be able to express feelings and experiences 
through a variety of media, grow in confidence and gain enjoyment. They engage 
in 2D and 3D work using a variety of media.  
 
Our biannual art week and exhibition are a way of showcasing the work of the 
children and working with different artist. 
 

 
 
 
 
Design & Technology  
 

Through Design and Technology pupils gain the knowledge, understanding and 
skills required to design and make quality products using a range of materials, 
components and tools.  They also learn how to evaluate and improve products 
and to appreciate the impact of technology on everyday life. D&T activities are 
usually ‘blocked’ over two or three consecutive days. Den building day and our 
PlayPod (used every lunchtime) support construction skills. 
 

 
 
Geography 
 
Geography is the study of people and places, and the interaction between them.  The study of Geography 
helps the children make sense of their surroundings and the wider world around them. We aim to develop 
geographical knowledge, skills and understanding and help children develop a sense of identity through 
learning about their own area and country and about localities in other countries. We use the local area 
including Bath Rd, The Park and the local brook. 

 
 
 
 
 

History 
 
History is taught to all children in both Key Stages.  We want to encourage children to 
have a keen interest in the past and to acquire the necessary skills to investigate and 
understand it.  This will give them a better-informed perspective on the present world 
and knowledge of how the past has affected the present.   
 
Knowledge is gained by direct teaching, by use of books, artefacts, ICT, videos, visitors 
to school and visits to museums   and places of historic interest.  
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Music 
 
We seek to create real enjoyment in music and singing. Children listen to a 
variety of musical styles and learn to express their responses.  They compose, 
perform and evaluate their own and others’ work. They perform as a whole class 

and in small groups using a range of percussion instruments and keyboards. Music is taught 
by their class teachers. In addition to fulfilling the requirements of the National Curriculum, 
the school offers extra-curricular ensembles including the Choir, Recorders and other 
instrumental groups.  There is also a school orchestra. 
 
Peripatetic teachers visit the school weekly, and currently offer violin, flute, clarinet, guitar, drumming  and 
Piano lessons on a private basis through independent teachers (via the school office) 
 
Physical Education  
 
All children participate in regular physical activities. We aim for children to receive 
at least two hours planned activity per week. At KS1 activities include dance, gymnastics 
and games. These continue to be developed throughout KS2 as well as athletics, 
swimming and outdoor pursuits. The school has employed a coach to support PE 
development this year. 
Dance develops expressive movement using music from a variety of cultures. Gymnastic skills are taught 
and practised individually and in small groups. Games skills such as throwing, kicking, hitting and passing 
are taught individually and in small groups to emphasise teamwork.  Athletics skills such as running, 

throwing and jumping are taught and sometimes developed to competition standard. 
A range of after-school sports activities are on offer to the children. These currently 
include football, netball, cross-country, tag-rugby, gymnastics, dance, golf and 
summer sports. The school runs teams in various sports. Children are made aware of 
the value of physical education with regard to physical and mental health, teamwork, 
a healthy lifestyle and for pure enjoyment. To this end, the whole school participates 
in a regular ‘Wake And Shake’ exercise before morning registration which is both 
invigorating and fun.  

 
 
Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship 
 
PSHE and Citizenship is integrated fully into the school’s aims and values, and is actively 
promoted on a daily basis.   PSHE and Citizenship strives to equip children with the 
knowledge, skills and understanding necessary for adult life.  For example, it teaches 
children to make informed, safe and healthy choices, how to develop successful and 
respectful relationships and how to be responsible, active citizens. All classes take part in regular circle 
time sessions and discrete PSHE and Citizenship lessons. The school also has a school council, which 
provides children with the opportunity to express their views and make their voices heard. 
 
 
Modern Foreign Languages 

 
Children throughout Key stage Two receive weekly introductory tuition in spoken 
French.  This is further developed through Language of the Term. This provides a 
stimulating opening to languages from Reception to Year 6 and is based on common 
languages and those that are spoken within the school 

 
Developing British Values and Global Awareness 
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This is threaded through our ever evolving curriculum and ensures that the children have a strong 
awareness of the values and beliefs of those that live in Great Britain and beyond. A recent Tea Party 
shared how tea was made around the world; children studied the countries that the tea came from and its 
impact on our society. The parents were invited and enjoyed tasting tea and snacks! 
 




