
Our Curriculum Vision 

‘Inspiring and growing for fullness of life’. At St. James’ this 

statement really matters and is fundamental to our vision of the 

journey that pupils take at our school. Our children are all indi-

vidual and unique; they have all been and are going on a differ-

ent journey but our mission is to ensure that we develop the 

whole child, designing a curriculum that enables them to live life 

to the fullest. This is achieved through a curriculum that is rich in 

opportunity, steeped in an understanding of pedagogy and en-

gages our pupils at every turn.  

Reading in particular, is woven throughout themes and also 

used to give a topic meaning. For example, in our theme ‘Blown 

Away’ (inspired by the Rob Biddulph book) the children write 

narratives, develop understanding about other cultures and 

through scientific investigations learn about forces and move-

ment. In year 6, the  novels ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ and 

‘Rose Blanche’ enabled pupils to make connections between 

WWII and its impact upon communities. 

Each term we focus closely on one of our twelve Christian values, carefully weaving these values into 

all aspects of school life and sharing them in our daily language; they are important to staff and chil-

dren. Each value is based on Christian scripture and is planned to develop well rounded and morally 

strong pupils. These values inform the school’s vision, aims and ethos, the design of curriculum, all pol-

icies, the planning for spiritual and moral development as well as the school’s management and gov-

ernance. Evidence of this is everywhere: through the value of perseverance, children learn new skills 

in P.E., refine and improve their handwriting or on a larger scale explore how the Egyptians demon-

strated the same value to build the pyramids! Children as young as four can explain why honesty is im-

portant and that we need to respect the world we live in! 

Spiritual growth is central to our pupils’ development and is supported Spiritual wheel. Teaching our 

pupils to have a sense of identity, empathy and purpose they are able to take a challenge and  use their 

growing wisdom to consider big questions.  Our curriculum embodies these core characteristics. 

‘The price of wisdom is 

above rubies.’  Job  

28:18 

To support the curriculum through a wider context, the school provide a number of workshops for 

parents. These are always well attended and include workshops such as: spiritual development, Chris-

tian values, mathematics, phonics, P.E. and cookery. The workshops can provide an opportunity for 

parents to ask questions, clarify understanding and sometimes work alongside their child.  

Safety is, of course, paramount, especially with the range of technology available for all children to 

use. Children and parents are taught/informed about remaining safe and being aware of potential risks 

when using any form of technology to enhance learning. 

Our curriculum is broad and balanced and all Subject Leaders apply great rigor in developing their sub-

St James’ C of E Primary School provides the highest quality education within 

the context of caring Christian beliefs and practices; in partnership with St Philip 

and St James Church. St James is a creative, nurturing and inclusive community, 

shaped by our vision for spiritual growth and our Christian values. Children of any 

faith or none, are given the opportunity to develop their own spirituality; valuing 

wisdom, growing in hope, showing respect and exploring big questions.  

‘Our Values are life giv-

ing for our children.’ 

‘Be the very best version that 

you can be.’ 



Specifically, in mathematics, whilst the year groups ensure meaningful links are made to other curricu-

lum areas, the school has adopted and use throughout Years 1 to 6, the Singapore approach, using Maths 

No Problem and Ban Har.  Through adopting one of a range of methods dis-

cussed as a class, children can then manage their own learning objectives 

and challenge. Learning is 'journaled' rather than structured with the gen-

eral view being that pupils move along the journey together, exploring the 

many possible options in order to problem solve and reason. Children who 

have not grasped the concepts taught that day/week will be able to revisit 

elements to secure learning in the afternoons or through in-class support 

so that all pupils are ready for their next lesson.  

 

Our approach to writing across the school sees us build upon skills taught each year through the use of 

‘Talk for Writing’ in Early Years to Year 4. This forms the basis of our teaching sequences to ensure that 

children are immersed in good, high quality model texts that can then be analysed and used to shape in-

dependent application, through a range of different genres.  Children are then able to access and use as-

pects of good writing, which in turn creates a ‘bank’ of ideas for use at a deeper level, throughout all cur-

ricula writing. It enables pupils to write with strength independently in years 5 and 6. 

 

No subject is left out and a broad and balanced curriculum, covering all subjects can be seen across our 

school and is often commented upon by parents and visitors. The school plans theme/subject days to en-

rich key curricula areas together. The biannual art week across the school gives children the opportuni-

ties to develop different and varied skills, showcasing their work in our whole school gallery to parents 

and further afield in places such as The Wilson Museum and Gallery in Cheltenham Town Centre. Teach-

ers plan opportunities to develop other subjects alongside art e.g. Children 

wrote their literacy work in their sketch books linked to how the art made 

them feel. They created Mondrian inspired art work, calculated area and pe-

rimeter in maths and considered plant names when creating Andy 

Goldsworthy sculptures.  

 

 

Linking our artwork to more challenging subjects such as recycling gives the children an opportunity for 

complex and meaningful discussions. Within our themes, children have opportunities to visit meaningful 

places such as experiencing the awe and wonder of the Cheltenham Festivals (Literature, Science, Music 

and Jazz). These lead to excellent opportunities back at school. Geography days explore the develop-

ment of parent partnership with #StJames’Rocks getting families to paint rocks and hide within the local-

ity and posting on social media when found and before re-hiding. Den building days, history days and fo-

cus Philosophy for Children days ensure that our children receive the quality and breadth of provision to 

allow them to flourish. 

 

As our vision states: ‘Inspiring and growing for fullness of life’, it is imperative that our pupils experience 

and live out our values. Our curriculum drivers are an important way of enabling the pupils to do this and 

to understand the importance them. Through the theme drivers: community, charity and enterprise our 

topics are developed so that, in turn, children experience the benefits of giving, caring and creating in 

relation to our values. 

Examples of our drivers being immersed in to our themes are demonstrated across year groups, which 

prepare pupils for life beyond school. The children in Year 1 set up a ground force day to develop their 

outdoor classroom area and the growing and then selling of plants promoted an understanding of enter-

prise. Year 5 are given the opportunity to ‘Grow a Pound!’ which they do particularly well. This is an area 

that is rapidly growing and has started to become part of our curriculum ethos.  Through the driver of 

charity, Year 3 have held a number of very successful charity afternoons to raise money for the Dogs 

Trust and Hearing Dogs. The children promoted and prepared the event for parents and visitors alike. 

Linking to the children’s charity Action for Children, Early Years children participated in a  fundraising 

‘Giant Wiggle’ around the school field. Our project on Syrian refugees highlighted an understanding of 

families within our community, just as our Year 2 Victorian Tea Party welcomed family members to share 

our knowledge. We regularly invite visitors to our school to share a wider understanding of our world. 

 

The teaching of Religious Education is an important element of our pupils’ journey. 

Whilst we focus mainly on Christian teachings we ensure that children learn about 

all religions through following the National Curriculum, Gloucestershire Agreed Syl-

labus and using the Understanding Christianity resource. 

 

“I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”  Philippians 4:13 

“Rise up ... take courage and do it.”  

Ezra 10:4 

‘We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of 

us.’ Romans 12:6 


